In this matter we cannot consider one factor to the exclusion of the others.
The three factors chiefly responsible for the destruction of our forests-fire, insects and plant diseases, are all closely interrelated. Possibly the reason that insects are not generally mentioned is because, working as they do quietly and insidiously, they carry on their destruction unnoticed except by the expert who is trained to detect them ; whereas a fire can be observed by the smallest child and its ravages cover a large area in a very short space of time.
I believe that in Canada we suffer quite as much in the aggregate from insects as from fire. It has been estimated by the United States Department of Agriculture that the annual loss in the forests of that country through destructive insects amounts to over $65,000,000. This is figured from actual observations in the forests covering a period of at least ten years. You can thus realize the enormous loss caused by insects which we shall have to consider as affecting first, the growing timber; secondly, timber products; and thirdly, the second growth upon which the perpetuation of the forest depends.
Twelve The full-grown caterpillar measures about two-thirds of an inch in length.
Its color is bluish or glaucous green, the lower surface being a lighter green.
The head and three pairs of thoracic legs are jet black. It also possesses seven pairs of abdominal legs. When the caterpillars are full-grown they either crawV down or drop from the tree and penetrate the turf round the base of the tree to the depth of a few inches. There they spin a brown oval cocoon about twofifths of an inch in length, and in this the winter is passed, the caterpillar transforming into the perfect insect in the following year as previouslv described.
The sawfiies are black with the middle portion of the hind-body or abdomen a bright resin-red and they measure about half an inch in length. 
